Abstract
Introduction
The word 'poverty' is derived from the French word 'pauvre' meaning 'poor' . It is a state of lacking material possession of housing or no means to support oneself. Marshall (2005) in dictionary of sociology notes that the concept of 'poverty' has been with us since antiquity, but the meaning has not been constant through out the ages. Friedmann (1992) noted that 'moralistic talks" was assigned to the poor states of America. For example, poor has been categorized as
•
Blessed Poor : the Bible and other religious doctrines regard that poor are seen as being favoured by the god.
• Destitute: absolute impoverishment.
• Indigent : being needy.
• Working Poor: industrious lives and descerving Poor.
• Popular classes: an expression preferred by the contemporary left in USA.
• Dangerous Classes: Poor as 'dangerous classes' characterized by vice, immoral and potential to rebellion.
In pre-industrialization United Kingdom, the poor laws categorized physically disabled poor and accordingly the provisions of social security were made available to them. In the contemporary world. Poverty is mainly defined from three approaches: income poverty, capability poverty and 
Past trends in poverty by caste/ ethnicity
Nepal Living Standard Survey 1995/96 is probably the first earlier survey providing economic data by caste and ethnicity. 
Recent levels and trends in poverty
NLSS 2010/11 provides information on poverty distribution in Nepal by caste/ ethnic groups which is shown in Table 2 . 
Conclusion
The latest estimate of poverty is based on the Nepal Living Standard Survey 2010-11. Poverty is widespread in Nepal. There is strong convergency between social hierarchy and poverty. Poverty is markedly more pronounced among the Dalits and the Janajati. The causes of poverty are complex and multidimensional. The policy makers should adopt egalitarian policy for eradication of poverty in Nepal.
